
Dear Colleagues, 
 
I’m sure that like me most of you are trying to get 
caught up with things now that fall rush is behind 
you.  I hope things went well and that your 
business is brisk for the rest of the year! 
 
With fall upon us, I want to invite all of you to 
attend the CSA-NYS Meeting, which this year is at 
the Marx Hotel in Syracuse on October 25 & 26.  
Phyllis Gaerte, our Meeting Chair, has done a 
wonderful job lining up some great events, 
including a tour of the Syracuse University 
Bookstore, an author breakfast, several interesting 
educational sessions and roundtables.  As always, 
one of the best things about our meetings is the 
chance to network with each other.  I hope that 
you will attend and bring as many staff members 
with you as possible.  This is a great and affordable 
opportunity for staff development as well as a 
reward for folks to get out of their stores and meet 
others who experience similar pleasures and 
challenges every day. 
 
Your Executive Board is still in the process of 
working on the association’s strategic plan.  We 
need your help!  By the time you receive this 
newsletter, you will have received an e-mail survey 
asking for your opinion on many topics.  This is 
your association, and we value your input!  We 
want the association to meet your needs.  Please 
help us by completing the survey as soon as 
possible.  We will be discussing the results at our 
October Board meeting. 
 
I’m looking forward to seeing many of you in 
Syracuse! 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
Emily Beth Gray, CCR, President 
College Stores Association of New York State, Inc. 
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Dear Fellow CSA-NYS Members:  

I wanted to forward to you information about textbook rental legislation proposed by Senator Schumer. The URL for his press release 
and an accompanying report are listed below in this article. Links to the NACS FAQ about textbook rentals and additional resources are 
also below.  
 

NACS and CSA-NYS do not have a formal position on textbook rentals. We wanted to be sure that our members were aware of the press 
release and proposed legislation before (hopefully) they are contacted by their local media or student group for comment. If you have 
any questions or suggestions, you can e-mail either Rich Hershman at NACS at rhershman@nacs.org or myself Daniel.Rabideau@esc.
edu , or write to Senator Schumer http://schumer.senate.gov/SchumerWebsite/contact/contact.html  

Dan Rabideau, CSA-NYS Legislative Monitor 
 
BACKGROUND:  
On September 14th, Congressman Schumer released a press release announcing legislation he introduced back in July that would 
establish a new textbook rental demonstration program within the Higher Education Act. His intent is to offer that legislation as an 
amendment to the Higher Education Act when the Senate considers the legislation later this year. The Senator also announced his 
intention to reintroduce a student tax deduction for college textbook costs. That legislation was originally introduced in the previous 
Congress.  
 

As part of the push for both pieces of legislation, Senator Schumer also announced the results of a new survey he did within the state 
of New York on student college textbook costs and the potential savings for students if colleges and universities within the state 
switched to universal textbook rental programs. The press release also cites data from the recent GAO study on college textbook costs 
and the California PIRG reports on textbook costs.  
 

The press release from Senator Schumer comes at a time when the results of the GAO study and state and federal legislation 
reverberate across the country as students return to Fall classes.  
 

NACS has expressed some preliminary concerns regarding parts of the press release and the survey results. For example the survey of 
several of your campuses only looked at buying new books and did not include a mix of new and used books. The survey's results show 
significantly higher costs then what the individual institutions report to the federal government on the average student spending on 
textbooks and supplies.  
 

We would welcome your additional thoughts and comments as we continue to reach out and work with Senator Schumer's office.  
 
RESOURCES:  
We wanted to provide you with some resources you may find helpful if your contacted by stakeholders on campus, student leaders, or 
the press regarding the legislation and survey announced in the press release. Please note if you are a contract managed store, it may 
be appropriate to contact your company for direction and additional resources.  
 

Senator Schumer September 14th Press Release:  
http://schumer.senate.gov/SchumerWebsite/pressroom/press_releases/2005/PR41831.Upstate%20College%
20Textbooks.09.14.05.html  
Senator Schumer Report (PDF):  
http://schumer.senate.gov/SchumerWebsite/pressroom/special_reports/2005/09.14.05.Textbooks%20Study.pdf  
Affordable Books for College Act (textbook rental legislation)(PDF):  
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=109_cong_bills&docid=f:s1384is.txt.pdf  
 

NACS Frequently Asked Questions on Textbook Rental Programs (PDF):  
http://www.nacs.org/common/research/faq_rentals.pdf  
NACS Frequently Asked Questions on Textbooks (PDF):  
http://www.nacs.org/common/research/faq_textbooks.pdf  
NACS Press Release on GAO Study (RTF):  
http://www.nacs.org/public/nacs/press_releases/081605-gaoreport.rtf  
 

In addition, you may find the following two positive talking points helpful:  
* We thank Senator Schumer for his leadership on this important issue.  
* The tax deduction legislation proposed by Senator Schumer would provide help for students in order for them to afford the course 
materials they need to be successful in college.  
 

Richard Hershman, Director of Government Relations 
National Association of College Stores 
325 7th Street, NW Suite 1100 
Washington, D.C. 20004-2818 
www.nacs.org 
Phone: 202-661-3046 
Fax: 202-737-2849 
E-Mail: rhershman@nacs.org  

Legislation 






